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Learning objectives

• By the end of this presentation, learners will be able to 
describe:

• The need for diagnostic criteria in clinical and research settings
• The 4 criteria that define agitation in neurocognitive disorders in 

the 2023 diagnostic criteria (Sano et al 2023)
• The 4 special circumstances that are now considered in the 

updated criteria for agitation in cognitive disorders (Sano et al 
2023)

• One example of a treatment algorithm (Cummings et al 2023)
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Key messages

1
• Four key criteria define agitation in neurocognitive disorders 

in the updated diagnostic criteria (Sano et al 2023)

2

• Four special circumstances are now addressed in the 
updated diagnostic criteria for agitation in cognitive 
disorders (Sano et al 2023)

3
• Diagnostic criteria for agitation are useful in clinical and 

research settings
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